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A Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) for Protection of the Rocky Habitat along
Israel’s Mediterranean Coast

Abstract
The rocky habitat is inhabited by a wide range of marine organisms and is the richest and the most
complex habitat along the Israeli Mediterranean coastline.

This habitat comprises submerged rocky reefs and intertidal vermetid reefs, which together constitute
an oasis in the biomass-poor eastern Mediterranean. The reefs provide shelter and breeding zones
vital to the revival of marine populations, including many species of commercial value. Their ecological
value is therefore immense. Because of its beauty and richness in life, the rocky habitat attracts large
numbers of visitors, hikers and scuba divers.

Rocky intertidal reefs also provide the shore essential protection against erosion.

However, despite its importance, this habitat has been damaged by intense human activity. This damage
can be attributed to intensive and uncontrolled fishing — some of it using destructive methods; the
invasion of non-native species; accelerated water desalination and energy infrastructure development;
and various types of debris and pollution. In addition, the physical break-up of the rock, which damages
organisms attached to it, and the rise in sea level and water temperature further impact on the rocky
habitat and the species they nurture.

Recognizing their significance, many countries create marine reserves or use other mechanisms, such
as BAPs, to protect their marine rocky habitats. In Israel, however, rocky habitats do not have adequate
protection and as a result both they and their inhabitants are being decimated.

The conservation of this unique and significant marine ecosystem requires an action plan to protect its
biodiversity and enable it to be of benefit to man now and in the future.

The BAP focuses on the six most significant factors impacting on the rocky habitat: fishing, solid waste
pollutants, coastal infrastructure development, physical damage, invading species, and industrial and
municipal sewage pollution.

The BAP’s main targets for the rocky habitats include:

e Increasing their percentage in effectively managed marine protection areas;

e Rehabilitation and protection of their biodiversity;

e Establishing a statutory and administrative system for their sustainable management.

The BAP incorporates an outline of a policy for rocky habitat protection and suggestions on how to
disseminate this information among decision makers.

It also includes ideas for research, education and campaigning activities. The BAP calls for increased
monitoring and enforcement, as well as regional and international measures to promote protection of
biodiversity in the rocky habitat.
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